
MUJS 5540, Composition for the Media   
(3 credits) 
 
Graduate Level – 2nd Year (required of all Jazz Arranging Majors) 
Class time – M 4:00–5:40,  W 4:00-5:50  
Professor: Richard DeRosa 
Richard.DeRosa@unt.edu 
derosamusic@gmail.com 
973-953-1471 
 
 
Objectives: Students learn to compose music for the various media outlets by creating  

      music that serves as underscoring. Their creations are realized in a studio      
      environment. Primarily the music is created in MIDI sequences in the UNT   
      electronic music lab (or your own). They may ultimately be recorded using  
      live instruments in the UNT recording studio and then mixed with MIDI  
      tracks.  

 
Outcomes: Students compose music for narrative, theatre, audio books, and film. They  

     understand the keen relationship between human emotion and musical sound  
     and develop a discipline for creating music within strict timing. Students  
     create MIDI demos as finished products. The final project may incorporate live  
     performers (as an option) in conjunction with MIDI.  

 
Prerequisites:  Students must have demonstrated significant ability as composers. Must be  

facile with Finale or Sibelius at minimum with preferential experience in a 
digital audio program such as Digital Performer, Logic, Cubase, or more 
fundamental programs like Garage Band. 

 
 
Work ethic 
Professional composers always meet the deadline. The student will be held to the same 
standard. 
 
Attendance policy 
Only an excused absence is acceptable (tour, sickness, academic conflict, other 
extenuating circumstances such as an unforeseen accident). Please do not show up to 
class with a communicable illness (including colds). The preferred method of notification 
is via e-mail but the phone is acceptable as well. Please notify ASAP. 
 
Assessment 
The semester grade is based on the assessment of work submitted, (production, quality, 
and timeliness) with regard to writing assignments, and the quality of the lecture 
presentations. Attitude and participation in class is also considered. 
                     
 



WEEKLY AGENDA 
 
Week 1 – aesthetics of music underscoring. Assignment: write three short themes on  

    piano and indicate the mood or idea that emanates from the music.  
 
Week 2 – aesthetics of orchestration (understanding the relationship of instrumental color  

    as it relates to emotion). Assignment: orchestrate the three piano pieces and  
    choose instruments that will enhance the anticipated mood.  

 
Week 3 – review student orchestrations. Lecture on creating a MIDI representation using  

    Digital Performer, Logic, Cubase, Garage Band, etc.  
 
   Assignment: Create MIDI representations of the three orchestrations. 

 
Week 4 – submit MIDI representations and intensify studies regarding MIDI production. 
 
Week 5 – composing music to a narrative (provided by instructor). Class analyzes the  

    narrative for the underlying message, vocal expression, pacing, vocal register.  
    Music concepts are discussed, including programmatic aspects and timing.  
 
   Assignment: compose music to support and time with the recorded narration.   
   The final format should be a complete MIDI representation mixed with the  
   narrative. 

 
Week 6 –  submit Week 5 assignment. Professor provides evaluation. 
 
Week 7 – composing music for radio commercials.  
 

Assignment: compose two different music scores for a :30 political ad (provided  
by instructor). One score should support the candidate; the other should oppose 
the candidate. Load the narration into the music sequencer and score music 
underneath the voice.  
 

Week 8 – submit Week 7 assignments. Professor provides evaluations. 
 
Week 9 – composing music for theater.  
 

Assignment: underscore the scene (script provided by instructor) with a distinct 
tempo for actors to follow and pace themselves. Meld into the song by providing 
a clear harmonic set-up for the vocalist’s key and an audible note cue for the 
vocalist.  

 
 
Week 10 – submit Week 9 assignment. Professor provides evaluation. 
 
 



 
Week 11 – composing music for a children’s audio book (provided by instructor). View  

      book and listen to narrator; analyze all programmatic and technical aspects. 
 
      Assignment: compose the score and begin to enter into the digital domain. 

 
Week 12 – submit Week 11 assignment. Professor provides evaluation. 
 
Week 13 – composing music to film (provided by instructor). Discuss the varying aspects  
                  of composing to picture in contrast to narrative.  
 

      Assignment: compose music for selected cues from the assigned film.  
 

Week 14 – present cues in MIDI format for initial review. 
 
Week 15 – Present final cues in MIDI format. Option: use selected available acoustic  

      instruments layered above the basic MIDI representation. 
 
 
Student Perceptions of Teaching (SPOT) 
Student feedback is important and an essential part of participation in this course. The student 
evaluation of instruction is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. The short SPOT 
survey will be made available April 18th – May 1st to provide you with an opportunity to evaluate 
how this course is taught.  For the spring 2016 semester you will receive an email on April 18th 
(12:01 a.m.) from "UNT SPOT Course Evaluations via IASystem Notification" (no-
reply@iasystem.org) with the survey link. Please look for the email in your UNT email 
inbox.  Simply click on the link and complete your survey.  Once you complete the survey you will 
receive a confirmation email that the survey has been submitted.  For additional information, 
please visit the spot website at www.spot.unt.edu or email spot@unt.edu. 
 
Office of Disability Accommodation 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) 
to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter 
to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may 
request accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as 
early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a 
new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation 
website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 
 
Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress (Undergraduates)   
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial 
aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a 
required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term.   Students cannot exceed 
attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan.  If a student does not maintain the 
required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility. 
  
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so 
may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. Please visit 
http://financialaid.unt.edu/satisfactory-academic-progress-requirements for more information about 



financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress. It may be wise for you to schedule a meeting with an 
academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss 
dropping a course being doing so. 
  
Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress (Graduates) 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. 
Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required 
number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Students cannot exceed maximum 
timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program.  If a student does not 
maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility. 
  
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so 
may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. Please visit 
http://financialaid.unt.edu/satisfactory-academic-progress-requirements for more information about 
financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress. It may be wise for you to schedule a meeting with an 
academic advisor in your college or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss 
dropping a course being doing so. 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic Integrity.  Any 
suspected case of Academic Dishonesty will be handled in accordance with the University Policy and 
procedures.  Possible academic penalties range from a verbal or written admonition to a grade of “F” in the 
course.  Further sanctions may apply to incidents involving major violations.  You will find the policy and 
procedures at:  http://vpaa.unt.edu/academic-integrity.htm. 
 
Student Behavior in the Classroom 
 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students’ opportunity 
to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. 
Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may 
refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider whether the student’s 
conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university’s expectations for student conduct apply to 
all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, 
etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at:  www.unt.edu/csrr. 
 
 
 


